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The Growing Conflict: What led to the Civil War

There were many events that led up to the Civil War. However, I feel slavery was a pressing debate that was often left un-resolved.
 For years the United States tried to avoid the slavery topic. Congress simply thought the situation would just die out or self solve. As more land was conquered, the slaves simply expanded to the territories. Americans tried compromising, though every compromise brought new issues and debates. Every step that was taken forward often resulted in several steps back. The tension constantly grew over the debate of slavery.
 
As United States was being colonized; by the Europeans, there were many slaves being brought to the colonies. Many of the slaves that were being brought in were from West Africa. Slaves were often captured in Africa and brought to the colonies in exchange for cloth, guns, and rum. The ship conditions from Africa to the colonies were crowed, dirty, and harsh. In New England and the Middle Colonies slaves were not needed for everyday work, therefore there was not a big need for slaves. In the Southern colonies however, slavery expanded quickly. Slaves helped raised all sorts of agricultural crops such as tobacco, rice, indigo, and many other cash crops.

By the 1750 and 70’s many patriots wanted to form their own government and govern themselves. The American patriots wanted to be free from Britain’s government and parliament. The British assembly often created laws and passed taxes. They controlled the money flow of the colonies as well. Americans wanted to separate from the British and their ways of government. The colonies united and formed the First Continental Congress in 1774 they also created militias. After the battle of Lexington and Concord, it was clear to most Americans they wanted to declare independence from Britain.
 About a year after the battle of Lexington and Concord, the Continental Congress appointed a shy Virginian, Thomas Jefferson to draft the Declaration of Independence. Thomas Jefferson stated that “all men were created equal” though there was no clear truth if the statement was also true to the slaves.

After declaring independence, Congress knew they had to create a strong government. Congress created a plan known as the Articles of Confederation. The articles had one common purpose and that was to create a “firm league of friendship” for the 13 states. The articles started off shaky with many of the selected delegates fearing a strong national government would end the rights of states. There were many issues to discuss in the convention one of them was how should slaves be counted?  The Great Compromise between the delegates kept the framers working but having base Congress representation on population the issue was challenging topic.
 After a lone and bitter debate James Madison proposed a “Three Fifths Clause” the clause said that each state would be counted as three fifths of a person.

As the states began to expand westward to states such as Louisiana, Florida, and Texas the tension in Congress started to build up. The Missouri Compromise of 1820 marked one of the first debates leading up to the civil war and secession of the south. Rather than risk the break up of the states Congress struggled to find a solution. The debate on Missouri cause weeks of intense deliberations and stress.
 They finally reached a temporary solution in 1821, Missouri became a slave state while Maine became a free state.

On August 1831 Nat Turner, a rebellious slave led a rebellion in Southampton County, Virginia. The rebellion killed at least sixty white people. Nat Turner went on the run though was later found and hanged.
 Nat’s rebellion was one of the largest slave revolts. Nat Turner’s rebellion helped many other slaves escape to the North. The slaver holders were furious, and urged congress to pass a fugitive slave law. The southerners thought slaves as property. Therefore when the slaves fled to the north, northerners were thought as bank robbers, and the southerners wanted to recapture their property.
 
As the 1830’s came more states were admitted to the union Arkansas became a slave state while Michigan was admitted as a free state. The states keep congress in balance. On May of 1836 the House of Representatives issued a gag to all slavery hearings. More tension rose as the 1840’s came into place, Florida and Texas both entered as slave states while Iowa and Wisconsin became free states. In 1849 a brave African American slave name Harriet Tubman escaped from her slave plantation home in Maryland and fled north. Harriet returned to the south 19 more times to free 300 more slaves.
 
The 1850’s was the high point and the very beginning to the start of the Civil War. The compromise of 1850 admitted California as a free state. The Fugitive Slave act was modified during the 1850’s as a result of California entering as a free state, the modification helped southerners retrieve their slaves. Harriet Beecher Stowe publishes Uncle Tom’s Cabin as a response to anti-slavery in 1851.
  The abolitionist movement got stronger in 1850’s. Millions of northerners started to turn against slavery due to the strong affects of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
 Then in 1854 the Kansas Nebraska act is passed by congress, the act overturns the original Missouri Compromise. The act opened a part the north to slavery. Many settlers decided to move to Kansas and Nebraska to fight for what the wanted. There were many abolitionists as well as many pro-slavery; it got so violent in Kansas territory it became known as “Bleeding Kansas”.
  
The 1860’s was the early year to the Civil War. On November 1860 Abraham Lincoln was elected president; he won 40% of the popular vote and 59% of the electoral votes. Just a month after Lincoln was elected South Carolina declared secession and left the Union. In January and Feburary of 1861 Florida, Albama, Georgia, Texas, and Louisiana all seceded from the union; while Kansas entered as a free state. The on Feburary 1861 the South ( also known as the Confedrates) elected their president, Jefferson Davis. On March 1861 Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated as their president. Then on the night of April 12 1861 the war begins as South Carolina’s Fort Sumter is fired upon by Confederates. That April Lincoln calls out for 75,000 Troops for the Union. The nation than entered in what we now know of as the Civil War. 
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