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The Civil War took place in the United States from 1861 to 1865. The war was fought between the Southern and Northern states. The Southern states were pro-slavery, while the Northern states were anti-slavery. Both sides fought to keep a balance of power in the government. The war began with the Southern states seceding from the Union in 1861, but the Civil War wasn't unexpected. The presence of slavery, the growing abolitionist movement, the nullification crisis, the Dred Scott vs. Sanford case,

Bleeding Kansas, John Brown's actions and the election of Abraham Lincoln were causes of the war because these events increased tensions between the North and the South which eventually led to war.

        The presence of slavery in the South was the main cause of the Civil War. It caused the nation to be divided. Slavery was inhumane and the African slaves were treated poorly. They lived in terrible conditions with very little food and no beds. The hours were tiresome because they worked from sun up to sun down. For example, Fredrick Douglass in his published narrative about his life as a slave wrote,

        "men and women slaves received as their monthly allowance of food, eight pounds of pork or its equivalent in fish, and one bushel of corn meal...the children unable to work had—two coarse linen shirts per shirt—There were no beds given the slaves, unless one coarse blanket considered such..."1
This revealed the harsh treatment that the slaves encountered everyday. Many Northerners never saw this treatment of African slaves, but read it through Fredrick Douglass' narrative. They were infuriated and astonished, which inspired them to attempt to halt slavery, and have a free nation. However, white slave owners wanted to expand slavery because it made them successful. The slaves were an important part of their economy and without them, the Southern economy would be crippled. A slave owner said,

        "What would happen if no cotton was furnished for three years? I will not stop to depict what every one can imagine, but this is certain: England would topple headlong and carry the whole civilized world with her, save the South. No, you dare not make war on cotton. No power on earth dares to make war upon it. Cotton is king."2
The North relied on the South's cotton in order to supply their factories, which used cotton to make textiles. For the slave owners, it was not only about slavery, but also their entire livelihood. They earned enormous sums of money and invested their lives from growing cotton. The South and the North were at an impasse. The tension in the United States increased further because of this unresolved conflict and eventually the war ensued in 1861. Slavery would also influence other events that would lead to war.

        The abolitionist movement was a factor in causing the Civil War. There were many who worked and contributed their time to the anti-slavery movement. It began in the early 1800s, however opposition to slavery had already begun during the American Revolution. Then a religious reform and revival to emphasize social injustice called the Second Great Awakening began in the early 18th century. Northerners and Southerners began realize slavery was wrong.3 The awakening resulted in great achievements, such as the New England Anti-Slavery Society. Many individuals took action such as William Lloyd Garrison. An abolitionist, who published his famous newspaper The Liberator, and

attracted many followers.4 Fredrick Douglass was most notable for his newspaper, The NorthStar and his autobiography Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. He was dedicated to educating himself and improved the lives of African Americans. Additionally women were involved, such as Maria Weston Chapman. She was an abolitionist and was the "principal lieutenant of the radical

antislavery leader William Lloyd Garrison."5 Her life was fully committed to the anti-slavery movement. From whites to women to former slaves, the variety of people involved spread the importance of emancipation throughout the North.

        The growing Abolitionist movement put the South in a vulnerable position. The South reacted by taking extreme measures to prevent any slaves from learning to read or write. When David Walker, an African American published his Appeals, the South created laws to people from teaching slaves how to read. Furthermore the South's legislature attempted to throw the author of The Liberator in prison by saying his writing presented a negative image of the South. The South went as far as demanding the

banishment of abolitionists' leaders, while offering to take them dead or alive. By the 1830s, anti-slavery advocates in the South were virtually nonexistent.

        The Abolitionist Movement caused the South to leave the Union because they could see the growth in supporters for the emancipation of slaves. The movement was strengthening and gaining power. The dedication and devotion for the cause was overwhelming. Therefore the South was intimidated. They saw the thriving abolitionist movement so they knew the inevitable would eventually happen, which lead to their secession from the Union. Therefore, to keep their system of slavery intact and prevent the North from interfering they left. The North saw South's secession as unreasonable,

which lead to both sides feeling frustrated.

       Additionally, economic growth increased the necessity for slaves because slave owners became wealthier and there was an increase in demand for cotton. The invention of the cotton gin by Eli Whitney in 1802 expanded and extended slavery because of the machines' efficiency.6 It increased productivity by allowing the cotton and seed to be separated quickly. This hand-cranked machine could do the work of multiple slaves in a timely manner. With this new invention, it reduced the cost of separating the seed and cotton because there was a smaller chance of the cotton becoming damaged.7 In

1800, the American production of raw cotton was at 73,145 bales of cotton, while in 1805, three years after Whitney's patented cotton gin, the production of raw cotton had grown exponentially, and became 146,290 bales of cotton.7 Similarly it increased the need for slaves despite the efficiency of the cotton gin. Slave owners expanded their supply of slaves and land, which resulted in more slave states.6 For example, in 1790 there were only six slave states. Since the cotton industry became profitable, in 1860

the number of slave states doubled.6 There were now 15 slaves states.6 Additionally, Southern states had become so populated with slaves that every one-third of all Southerners were slaves.6 This shows that the cotton gin prolonged slavery by allowing slave owners to keep their slaves while increasing their profits. The way the South gained economic success wasn't what the North agreed with. Some Northerners saw the South's accomplishments as inhumane and unfair toward the slaves. Without the invention of the cotton gin, the North could have prevented advancements in slavery. Their perspectives on slavery clashed, which led to a tattered nation.

        The nullification crisis was another main cause of the Civil War because it showed South Carolina their options. The South's secession from the North in 1861 was influenced by the nullification crisis in 1832.8 South Carolina was burdened with high tariffs. Then Congress, in attempt to decrease these high tariffs, passed a protective tariff to appease South Carolina. However they continued to be dissatisfied.9 The Southerners in South Carolina adopted the idea of nullification from John C. Calhoun and passed the Ordinance of Nullification, which allowed them to null or invalidate the high national tariffs in South Carolina.9 The crisis introduced the idea that states could ignore the federal government, which would give them the inspiration to secede from the Union in 1861. They remembered they were in a similar situation, so South Carolina used that power again when they disagreed with Lincoln's perspective and his plans for slavery. South Carolina was the first to act and they influenced other Southern states to leave the Union.

        Another event that sparked controversy between the South and the North was the Dred Scott vs. Sanford case. Dred Scott, who was a slave, rebelled by suing his white slave owner for his freedom. This famous case is where Dred Scott sued his owner, Sanford. Eventually his case moved up to the Supreme Court and Chief Justice Roger Taney gave the ruling and explained,

        "We think they [African-Americans] are not, and that they are not included, and were not intended to be included, under the word "citizens" in the Constitution...they were at that time considered as a subordinate and inferior class of beings, who had been subjugated by the dominant race—lawfully be reduced to slavery for his benefit.. ."10
This shows the definition that Roger Taney had for African slaves. He did not even regard them as human beings when he calls them "a subordinate and inferior class." When the Northerners heard of this ruling they were in absolute rage because African-American slaves were being treated unfairly. It fueled the growing fire between the Northern and Southern states. The North felt passionate about their decision to abolish slavery and became impatient, which lead to irrational decisions that angered the

South. While this event was a verbal dispute. Bleeding Kansas was a bloody brawl.

       Bleeding Kansas was a cause of the Civil War because it brought together two groups of people, those pro-slavery and those antislavery, who were prepared to take action. It began with the Nebraska-Kansas Act, which opened up the territory to popular sovereignty. If the act passed, the Missouri Compromise would have been revoked. This angered the Northerners because it allowed slavery in the North. When the act passed, Nebraska became a free state. However, Kansas was questionable. The geographic location of the state made it possible for it to become a slave state. Therefore the South and North immediately took action by journeying to Kansas. Each side fought for control over the territory. There were many attacks that took place by both sides. For example, in Lawrence, a group of pro-slavery men burned down hotels, ransacked homes and stores. John Brown, a martyr and a major advocate for anti-slavery reacted, led a group of men, including his four sons to Pottawatomie Creek and beat the pro-slavery men till death.

John Brown frightened the South because of his actions at Harper's Ferry. He was "a man who would not be deterred from his mission of abolishing slavery."" He grew up in a family that was greatly opposed to slavery. He even "raised a black youth as their own."11 Douglass saw Brown's devotion when he said, "though a white gentleman, [Brown] is in sympathy a black man, and as deeply interested in our cause, as though his own soul had been pierced with the iron of slavery." John seems unabashed by his actions and he's lunatic, but his devotion to the cause was unbreakable.

        When Brown robbed a federal armory on October 16,1859, also known as Harper's Ferry. He hoped to arm slaves with guns so they could use it against their white owners." Brown gathered a group of 21 men to raid the federal armory. His actions were ridiculous and impulsive. Many people died from his decision including himself. John was hung for his actions on December 2,1859. The North saw him as a martyr for taking action, while the South perceived him as a lunatic. His actions were unpredictable and disliked by the South, which shows the violence that could possibly ruin the Southerners' wealth. Brown acted on instinct and without thought, by choosing to steal from federal armory, he frightened and unhinged the South. It made the North seem unpredictable because the South doesn't know what they will do next. When the southern states seceded from the Union, they felt they were taking preventative measures from further actions from abolitionists like John Brown.

       The presidential election of Abraham Lincoln drove the South to secede before he even stepped into office. Lincoln grew up in a Baptist family, which disapproved of slavery. Therefore Abraham was "naturally anti-slavery."12 He was a Republican, a party created for the sole purpose of being anti-slavery. His roots were built upon the repulsion of slavery. This alone caused Lincoln to be unappealing to the South. After Lincoln received the nomination, newspapers like the Richmond Enquirer said, he "possessed only of his inveterate hatred of slavery and his openly avowed predilections for negro

equality."13 In addition, the results of his election revealed shocking news. Lincoln was able to win a majority and did not need to get the votes of any southern states. This illuminates how the Republican Party can make important decisions without consent from the South. Additionally, the South felt infuriated that he had won because in one of his speeches he said, "I have always hated slavery, I think as much as any Abolitionist."14 Lincoln indicates how he despises slavery and says that he thinks like the other Abolitionists. The South thought Lincoln was threatening their economy and the success they had created for themselves. After South Carolina's succession, the Confederacy attacks Fort Sumter on April 12,1863; initiating the first battle of the Civil War.15 The next day is remembered as "Lincoln's call to arms." He called troops to come together to defend the Union and the Civil War began.

        The causes of slavery happened over a long period of time. Slavery, the abolitionist movement, the nullification crisis, the Dred Scott vs. Sanford, Bleeding Kansas, John Brown's actions and the election of Abraham Lincoln. The war was stemmed from these events. They became imprinted in the minds of the Northerners, the Southerners, and the African-American slaves. These events unleashed people's anti-slavery or pro-slavery passion. In the end, the North won and slavery was abolished in 1865 because of the thirteenth amendment.
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