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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA [Written in 1787, ratified in 1788 and in operation continuously since 1789]
· Preamble – “We the People of the UNITED STATES, in Order to form a more perfect Union… do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America” 
· Art. I, Sec. 2, cl. 3 – Representatives’ apportionment-3/5 Persons
· Art. I, Sec. 8 – Powers of Congress
· Art. I, Sec. 9, cl. 1 – The 1808 clause/Migration or Importation clause

· Art. I, Sec. 9, cl. 2 –The Writ of Habeas Corpus
· Art. I, Sec. 10, cl. 1 – “No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance or confederation…”

· Art. I, Sec. 10, cl. 3 – “No state shall, without the consent of congress, …, keep troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another state, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay.”

· Art. II, Sec. 2, cl. 1 – Commander-in-Chief clause
· Art. II, Sec. 2, cl. 2 – Treaty power clause

· Art. II, Sec. 2, cl. 1 – State of the Union information; laws faithfully executed clause

· Art. III – The Judicial Power 
· Art. IV, Sec. 2, cl. 3 – The Fugitive Slave clause
· Art. V – No amendment, prior to 1808 “shall in any manner effect…” the 1808 clause

· Amendment I –“Congress shall make no law … abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

· Amendment IV – “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated…”
· Amendment V—“No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless upon presentment or indictment of a grand jury…, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law…”

· Amendment VI – “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury…, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.”

· Amendment XIII – Citizens of the United States defined; Slavery/Involuntary Servitude prohibited

· Amendment XIV, Sec. 1, Due Process; Equal Protection

· Amendment XIV, Sec. 4, Debts, claims or obligations “incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave…shall be illegal and void.”

· Amendment XV, Sec. 1 – Right to vote
· Collectively, Amendments XIII, XIV and XV are known as “The Reconstruction” and/or “The Civil War Amendments”.
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA [Unanimously adopted by the Congress of the Confederate States of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas in Convention, Montgomery, AL, March 11, 1861]

· “We the People of the CONFEDERATE STATES, each State acting in its sovereign and independent character, in order to form a permanent federal government…invoking the favor and guidance of Almighty God –do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Confederate States of  America.”
· ART. I, Sec. 2, cl. 3, “Representatives…shall be apportioned …according to their respective numbers…by adding to their whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all slaves…” 
· ART. I, Sec. 9, cl. 1, “The importation of negroes of the African race from any foreign country other than the slaveholding States or Territories of the United States of America, is hereby forbidden…”
· Art. I, Sec. 9, cl. 2, “Congress shall also have the power to prohibit the introduction of slaves from any State not a member of, or territory not belonging to, this Confederacy.”
· Art. IV, Sec. 2, cl. 1, “The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens…and shall have the right of transit and sojourn in any State of this Confederacy, with their slaves and other property; and the right of property in said slaves shall not be thereby impaired.”
· Art IV, Sec. 2, cl. 3, “No slave or other person held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the Confederate States, under the laws thereof, escaping or lawfully carried into another, shall in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such slave belongs, or to whom such service may be due.”
· Art. 3, Sec 3, cl. 3, “The Confederate States may acquire new territory … In all such territory the institution of negro slavery, as it now exists in the Confederate States, shall be recognized and protected by the Congress and Territorial government; and the inhabitants of the several Confederate States and Territories shall have the right to take to such Territory any slaves lawfully held by them in any of the States or Territories of the Confederate States.”
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